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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CTME-00 EB-08 /019 R 


DRAFTED BY NE A/IN S : JRGRAH AME : JES 
APPROVED BY NEA/INS:PWLANDE 
AGRI/APHIS:DTHOMPSON 

003413 210839Z/21 

R 202253Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
INFO AMCONSUL BOMBAY 


UNCLAS STATE 184202 


E.O. 11652: N/A 


TAGS: ETRD, OTRV, US, IN 

SUBJECT: KHAPRA BEETLE INFESTATION AND INDIAN EXPORTS 


1 . DUE TO UNACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF KHAPRA BEETLE INFESTATION 
IN WOODEN PACKING CASES SHIPPED FROM PORT OF BOMBAY, USDA 
REQUIRING FUMIGATION BEFORE U.S. IMPORTERS CAN TAKE POSSESS- 
ION OF SHIPMENTS, RESULTING IN DELAYS (SIX TO EIGHT DAYS 
BACKLOG IN NEW YORK) AND EXPENSES FOR IMPORTERS. INDIAN 
EMBASSY HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT (NE A/INS) THAT ENGINEERING 
EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL WILL SPONSOR AND FINANCE ROUND 
TRIP TRAVEL TO AND WITHIN INDIA OF USDA SPECIALIST (USDA 
PROVIDING PER DIEM) IN AN EFFORT TO PINPOINT CAUSE OF PRO- 
BLEM. 


2. AS EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED VIA USDA CHANNELS, DONALD R. 
THOMPSON OF USDA'S ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SER- 
VICE WILL ARRIVE NEW DELHI THE WEEK OF JULY 24 TO SURVEY 
KHAPRA BEETLE INFESTATION PROBLEM. USDA WILL PROVIDE ETA 
VIA FASTO SOONEST. VANCE 
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